
CITY OF SARATOGA 
LIBRARY COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
 
 
DATE: June 8, 2005 
TIME: 12:00 noon 
LOCATION: Community Room, Saragota Library 
  13650 Saratoga Avenue, Saratoga CA 95070 
Minutes by Roxanne Nilan  
NEXT MEETING: September 28, 2005 
 
 
1. Call to Order 
  Chair Gipstein called meeting to order at 12:00 noon 
 
2. Roll Call 
Commissioners present: Chiou, Gipstein, Grover, Lemmon, Nilan, Stone, Thirumale 
Others present: County Librarian Melinda Cervantes, Community Librarian Dolly 
Barnes, Friends of Saratoga Libraries Representative Sue Barrera, Art Commissioner 
Marylou Taylor, Assistant City Manager Lorie Tinfow, Staff Liaison Cathleen Boyer, 
City of Saratoga representative Thomas Scott  
  
3. Report on Posting of the Agenda:  
Boyer reported that pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.2, the agenda for this 
meeting was properly posted on June 3, 2005 
 
4. Accept Agenda Items and Order: Grover/Lemmon moved to accept the agenda as 
presented. Motion passed 7/0. 
 
5. Approval of Minutes of February 23, 2005 
Grover/Lemmon moved to accept the February minutes as presented. Motion passed 7/0. 
 
6. Oral and Written Communication: 
Chair Gipstein reminded members of Fall 2005 CaLTAC meeting and workshop in 
August. 
Arts Commissioner Taylor reported that although the Arts Commission has been 
decommissioned, the library’s “art wall” will have displays throughout the remainder of 
the year. 
 
7. Old Business 
A. Capital Improvement Fund 
Tinfow distributed to the commission her May 3, 2005, report to the Citizens’ Oversight 
Committee summarizing the status of the Library construction budget and remaining 
funding issues. She summarized the status of the fund and long-term capital improvement 



concerns, and of the Thompson-Pacific lawsuit. She also introduced Thomas Scott, who 
will oversee the library project and funds as part of city facilities management. 
 
B. Installation of Antenna and Flagpole update 
Boyer reported that the Planning Commission approved installation, but some objections 
were raised in City Council discussion regarding the presence of the electrical “hut” in 
the orchard, and its closeness to Redwood Middle School.  The topic will be taken up 
again by the council June 18. 
 
C. Library Sign 
City Council denied the commission’s request to proceed with library signage at the 
corner of Saratoga Avenue and Fruitvale due to its cost. Chair Gipstein pointed out that 
the sign requested is not a new purchase but replacement of the original sign taken down 
during library reconstruction. Gipstein and Tinfow suggested that further discussion of 
the sign’s replacement be postponed until September when the Library Expansion project 
list will be more complete. Gipstein commended Tinfow for her persistence and care in 
working through the library’s remaining expansion project list, and her clear updates to 
the commission. She will send a letter of appreciation to the City. 
 
8. New Business 
A. Volunteer Opportunities in the library 
Barnes reminded the commission of opportunities for individual members within the 
library’s operations that would keep them in touch with library needs, such as the Books 
to shut-ins program, and with Friends of the Library activities and an artwork committee 
that will continue the art jurying function for the library’s art walls. 
 
B. Endorsing Saratoga Reads 
Barrera asked the commission to endorse the 2nd annual Saratoga Reads event, scheduled 
for October 2005, which will feature Buzz Bissinger’s book, Friday Night Lights.  Some 
fourteen events have been planned at the library and Montalvo. Grover/Nilan moved to 
endorse the event. Motion passed 7/0. 
 
9. Reports 
A. Melinda Cervantes, County Librarian 

Measure A passed with 71.31%, but Measure B failed, with only 64.34%. Passage 
of Measure means that the library will continue its current hours of service, Tuesday 
through Sunday. Some library branches, with alternative sources of funding (such as Los 
Altos/Los Altos Hills), can maintain longer hours. The Measure will also permit return of 
$400,000 to the materials/books fund. 
 The library system is implementing time management software to keep track of 
length of time of individual’s internet use of library computers. Patrons are limited to one 
hour a day. Use requires library card and pin number. Management of printer copies is 
being investigated. The time management software is saving on both materials cost and 
staff time policing use of computer terminals. 
 Cervantes will propose installation of wireless access for personal computers in 
October.  



 
B. Dolly Barnes, City Library 
 Measure A’s passage was met with delight by Barnes, who can maintain library 
hours and staffing. Some vacancies in temporary positions will be filled. The children’s 
department’s visits to elementary schools regarding summer school will be continued. 
 
C. Ruth Gipstein, Chair 
Gipstein reported that, according to Resolution No. 05-032, the Library Commission will 
continue, limited to four meetings per year, and that the number of commissioners will 
drop from 7 to 5 through attrition. Nilan requested clarification of 05-032, #3, regarding 
makeup of the commission. Gipstein noted that Resolution no. 2031 (establishing the 
authority of the Saratoga Library Commission, 5 January 1983) states that the 
commission will be made up of six members from the city of Saratoga and 
unincorporated areas served by the library, and the 7th position will be appointed by the 
City of Monte Sereno.) Since the Monte Sereno City Council was not involved in the 
Saratoga Council’s resolution regarding city commissions, Gipstein suggested that 
presumably the drop in number of members will be from six to four members to be 
appointed by the City of Saratoga.  This may need to be officially clarified at some future 
date. 
 
The commissioners agreed on the following upcoming meeting dates: September 28, 
December 7, March 22, June 21, and September 27. 
 
D. Sue Barrera, Friends of the Library 
The incoming board is “very excited” and is busy strategizing for the upcoming year. 
This year’s Silicon Valley Reads (Breakfast in the Orchard) event was attended by some 
100 people, suggesting that 9am is a good time. 
 
E. Cathleen Boyer, Staff Liaison 
Passed out copies of City of Saratoga Resolution No. 05-032: A Resolution of the City 
Council of the City of Saratoga Regarding the Structure and Operation of City 
Commissions. 
 
10. Agenda Items for Next Meeting, September 28th, 12 noon to 2pm 
Election of new chair and vice chair 
Old Business:  

Sign replacement update 
Pole/Antenna update 
CalTac events 

Reports 
 


