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Page 1 of 4 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder): Sar at oga G ammar School

P1. Other identifier: HP-88-01
*P2. Location: L1 Not for Publication [ Unrestricted

*a, County Santa Clara County and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a location map as necessary.)

*b, USGS 7.5' Quad Cupertino Date 1980 Photorevised T .8 S. ;R.2 W ; Munt Diablo B.M.

c. Address: 14592 OCak St. City Sar at oga Zip 95070
d. UTM:(give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 10S ; mE/ mN

e.Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)
east corner of Oak Street and Koni na Avenue. APN#

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements, include design, material, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Thi s school is a Spanish Eclectic design by Ral ph Wckoff, a significant |ocal architect.
Al t hough a nunber of additions have been built, the exterior of the origial school, built in
1923, has changed very little over the years. The historic building features sinple gabled
Il ines, broad stucco surfaces, a shallow bay wi ndow, and arched portals al ong the front
corridor, all typical of the style. The nost outstanding feature is the decorative main
entrance with bas-relief fluted classical pilasters on each side. Inset into the opening is
stucco bracketing and handcrafted tiles that forma shaped archway above whi ch appears the
word SARATOGA. The wi ndow sash and eave trimare wood; the wi ndows consist of 6-lite sash
grouped between vertical and horizontal mullions. The focal w ndow has a shal |l ow concave roof.
The nost prominent alteration has been the replacenment of the terra cotta roof with red-brown
conposi tion shingles. Changes were also nmade to neet California earthquake safety standards.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) ~ HP15. Educati onal buil ding
*P4. Resources Present: X Building [ Structure [JObject [JSite [District [ Element of District [ Other (Isolates, etc.)

P5b.Description of Photo:
(View, date, accession #)
Vi ew facing southeast, July 2009.

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Source:

X Historic []Prehistoric [] Both
1923, 86 years ol d.

*P7. Owner and Address:

Sar at oga Uni on School District
20460 Forest Hills Dr.
Sar at oga CA 95070

*P8. Recorded By: (Name,
affiliation, and address)

F. Maggi, L. Dill, & J. Kusz
Archives & Architecture, LLC
PO Box 1332

San Jose, CA 95109

*P9. Date Recorded: 10/ 26/ 09
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)

L . Reconnai ssance
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none".)

Archives & Architecture: Cty of Saratoga Statement of Historic Context, 2009.

*Attachments:

[ None X Continuation Sheet [ District Record [ Rock Art Record [ other (List):
X Location Map [ Building, Structure, and Object Record [ Linear Feature Record [] Artifact Record

[ Sketch Map [ Archaeological Record [ Milling Station Record  [] Photograph Record

DPR 523A (1/95) * Required Information
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BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

Page 2 of 4 *NRHP/CRHR Status Code ~ 3CS
Resource Name (Assigned by recorder) Sar at oga Gramar School

B1. Historic Name: Sar at oga School, Qak Street School

B2. Common Name: 14592 Cak St. - Saratoga G anmmar School

B3. Original Use: Grammar School B4. Present Use: El ementary School (K- 6)

*B5. Architectural Style: Spani sh Ecl ectic

*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)
Constructed 1923. Terra cotta roofing tiles replaced by asphalt shingles,
handi cap ranp added. Seisnic upgrade 1973.

*B7. Moved? INo [JYes [JUnknown Date: n/a Original Location: n/a
*B8. Related Features:

None

B9a. Architect: Ral ph Wckof f b. Builder: Unknown
*B10. Significance: Theme Rel i gi on and Educati on Area: Saratoga Village

Period of Significance: 1923 Property Type: Educat i onal Applicable Criteria: (1), (3)

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

Saratoga Grammer School is listed on the Saratoga Heritage Resources Inventory, included as a
part of HP-88-01. It qualified under Criteria a, e, and f:

a) the property exenplifies and reflects special elements of the cultural, social, economc, aesthetic,
and architectural history of Saratoga;

e) the property enbodi es uni que physical characteristics that represent an established and famliar
visual feature of a neighborhood; and

f) the property represented a significant concentration or continuity of site or buildings unified by past
devel opnent .

Sar at oga Granmar School al so appears eligible for the California Register of Historical
Resources under Criterion (1) and (3), as the school enbodies the distinctive characteristics
of the Spanish Eclectic style withn Saratoga's City of Hones period, represents the work of
master architects Ral ph Wckoff, and is a unique renmaining building associated with early

education in Saratoga. (Continued on page 4, DPR523L)
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (list attributes and codes) None
*B12. References: (Sketch Map with north arrow required.)
San Jose Evening News, Saratoga School Plans & 3 Jm
Di scussed, 10/ 15/1922. J @ t l 2 L

Sar at oga Heritage Preservation Conmission, Historic

Resources Inventory form 1988. —

B13. Remarks: Li sted Heritage Resource ®

*B14. Evaluator: Franklin Maggi
*Date of Evaluation: Cct ober 26, 2009

(This space reserved for official comments.)

FORREST HILLS ae
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* Map Name: Multiple

*Scale: n.t.s. * Date of Map: Vari es
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Page 4  of 4 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) Sarat oga Grammar School
*Recorded By F. Maggi, L. Dill, & J. Kusz *Date 10/26/2009 [X Continuation []Update

(Continued from page 2, DPR523b, B10)

Hi st orical Background

Thi s school building has been in operation continuously since it was built, and is the third
school building on this site. The school was first established in 1854 when the Sons of
Tenperance Hall was erected, and the site served as the first public school and conmunity
center. In 1923, the first unit of today's Saratoga School was erected. In front of the school
st ands the now silent bell of the 1897 school. Perhaps the npbst fanpbus of its students were
A ivia DeHavilland and Joan Fontaine. divia was the editor of the school's first newspaper,
publ i shed in Feb., 1931.

The area of the school site is 5.35 acres. It was built in 1923-24, with six additional roons
added in md-thirties.

Architectural Context

Ral ph Wckoff (1884-1956), a native of Watsonville, practiced in San Franci sco, Berkel ey,

Sal i nas and Watsonville before coning to San José in 1922. He originally had trained under
WlliamH Weks, and received his certificate in architecture in 1914 after studying at the
Ecol e des Beaux Arts in Paris, where he attended on schol arshi p. Taki ng over the practice of H
B. Douglas in Watsonville, he then joined with Hugh Wiite in Salinas in 1919 to 1921, in this
period designing the Tudor-style Watsonville Wman's Cub of 1917, the Salinas Hi gh School in
1920, and a nunber of buildings at Hartnell Junior College. Mwving to San José he continued his
association with Wiite until 1925. The npbst significant design in San José remains the North
First Street Post Ofice building, a 1933 Spanish Eclectic design for WPA, currently listed on
the National Register. During this period he designed the San Jose State Sci ence Buil ding
(currently Washington Square Hall), WIlow G en G amar School, and |later the Anne Darling
School and in San José and the Washi ngton School in Santa Clara. Hs work during the last two
decades of his life has not been studied in detail. He was an early nodernist, designing the
|ate Art Deco San Jose National Bank on West Santa Clara Street in the early 1940s. In the
1950s, his designs included nodern structures such the Levi Straus plant on Terraine Street and
bui | di ngs at San José State Col | ege such Wahl qui st Library and the Speech and Drama Buil di ng.

Integrity

Al t hough altered over time with roof replacenent, construction of additions, and seismc
upgradi ng, the building retains adequate character-defining architectural design, worknmanship
and materials, as well a conpatible setting and original |ocation, and the property continues
to represent the historic associations and feelings over time of this school.
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