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Saratoga Outdoors

On November 17, 2011, the City of Saratoga celebrated 
the completion of Joe’s Trail at Saratoga de Anza. This 

new pedestrian and bicycle trail stretches from Saratoga-
Sunnyvale Road to Saratoga Avenue on a Pacific Gas & 
Electric (PG&E) right-of-way located adjacent to the Union 
Pacific railroad line that travels through the City. 

Though the City just held a grand opening for the trail 
in November 2011, the trail has a very long history. Joe’s 
Trail is part of the Juan Bautista de Anza Historical Trail, 
which is a historical 1,210 mile route from Nogales, Arizona 
to San Francisco. In the mid 1770s, Spanish Lieutenant 
Colonel Juan Bautista de Anza led a small expedition that 
forged the route from Arizona to California to make it easier 
to safely supply California missions and presidios, as well as 
strengthen the Spanish colonization effort in California. 

More recently, residents have enjoyed walking their 
dogs, bicycling, and running along Joe’s Trail, which began 
as an informal trail next to the Union Pacific railway in 
Saratoga. Since 2000, the City and Saratoga residents have 
been working together to formalize the trail. The City was 
able to construct the trail thanks to a grant from the Valley 
Transit Authority (VTA), PG&E easements, and a generous 
donation from Saratoga resident Dee Sanfilippo who provided 
a portion of the funding for the trail on behalf of her late 
husband, Joe. 

The new trail will add to the City’s extensive trail network, providing the Saratoga community with 
another recreational opportunity in Saratoga’s great outdoors. Read more about Saratoga Outdoors in this 
issue of The Saratogan.

Celebrating Saratoga’s Heritage Trees

The City of Saratoga has many majestic, old trees 
of a variety of species. These trees provide beauty 

and splendor to the City, along with all of the usual 
environmental benefits provided by trees. The City has 
started recognizing these assets through the Heritage Tree 
Program. Trees that possess distinctive characteristics, 
such as age, size, species, or location and/or represent 
special aesthetic, social, cultural, educational, economic, 
agricultural, or historic importance can be recognized as 
a Heritage Tree. Any member of the public may submit 
a tree for Heritage Tree status, but owner authorization 
is required. For more information, visit www.saratoga.
ca.us/heritagetree.



Coexisting with Wildlife 

Hundreds of different species of animals 
coexist in the hillsides and open space of 

our community. Although wildlife sightings 
may be a concern, most wild animals are 
not dangerous unless threatened. We 
can all coexist peacefully together in our 
beautiful hillsides.

Some tips for deterring unwanted 
wildlife and coexisting more peaceably with 
native species, such as coyotes, mountain 
lions, raccoons, opossums are:

Do not feed wildlife • 

Remove sources of water• 

Keep all small pets indoors • 

Bring pets in at night• 

Spay and neuter your pets • 

Do not keep pet food of any type • 
outdoors 

Clear your property of unnecessary • 
brush

Use outdoor containers that can be • 
tightly closed containers and cannot 
be tipped over

Clean up after barbeques or outdoor • 
events that may leave debris 

Pick up fallen fruit and cover compost • 
piles

Helpful sources for further information 
about pests, wildlife, and other animal concerns can be gained from these resources:

The City of San José is the provider of domestic animal care and field services to the City of Saratoga • 
and they have a working partnership with the Wildlife Center of Silicon Valley (WCSV). For more 
information visit www.sanjoseanimals.com/wildlife.asp or www.wcsv.org  

The Santa Clara County Vector Control District (SCCVCD) provides a variety of services and information • 
to help residents protect themselves and their families from animals and harmful insects (i.e., vectors) 
online at www.sccgov.org/portal/site/vector.  

Additional information regarding living with wildlife and native populations by region is available from • 
the California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) at www.dfg.ca.gov. 

Online Maps of Saratoga Trails

Get out and explore the many wonderful Saratoga trails! Take the Upper Tank Trail into Fremont Older 
Open Space Preserve, step back in time on the Heritage Orchard Trail, or visit Joe’s Trail at Saratoga 

DeAnza – the City’s newest trail. There are over 13 miles of trails in Saratoga and the City is making 
plans to construct additional trails in the future. Check www.saratoga.ca.us/trails to find a trail in your 
neighborhood!



Ask Our Staff
Have a question? Send your questions to ctclerk@saratoga.ca.us or (408) 868-1269.
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Dear City Staff,

One of my neighbors recently told me about the “2015 
by 2015” challenge. I understand the City has set a goal 
for the entire community to plant 2015 trees by the 
year 2015. Can you tell me more about this challenge? 
Can I include a tree that I recently planted toward this 
challenge?

Tree Planting Pam

Dear Pam,

Yes, the City has challenged the 
community to plant 2015 trees by the 
end of the year 2015. Any tree planted in 
the City can be counted toward this goal, 
whether the tree is planted by the City 
or a resident. To report any trees that 
you may have planted in 2010 or 2011, 
simply contact me at (408) 868-1276 or 
kbear@saratoga.ca.us. 

Kate Bear, Arborist

Dear City Staff,

Do you know if California residents are required to have 
carbon monoxide alarms in their homes?

Carbon Monoxide Moe

Dear Moe,

As of July 1, 2011, California law 
mandates installation of carbon monoxide 
(CO) alarms in all single-family homes 
with fossil fuel burning heaters, 
appliances, fireplace, or an attached 
garage. Apartment units and hotel rooms 
must have CO alarms installed by January 
1, 2013. For more information about 
CO alarms, including a list of approved 
devices, visit the California Fire Marshall 
website at http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/
strucfireengineer/strucfireengineer_bml.
php. 

Brad Lind, Building Official

Ravenwood Park Grand Reopening

On November 3, 2011, the City officially reopened 
Ravenwood Park. This small neighborhood park, located at 

13830 Ravenwood Drive, was built in 1993 and is among one 
of the last City parks to be renovated and upgraded to meet 
accessibility requirements. Improvements to the park include 
new playground equipment, the installation of a new sand 
pit, and replacement of the sand around the play equipment 
with blended wood fibers to help cushion the ground around 
outdoor play areas, new sod, and a new patio area.

Much of the original construction was done by volunteers. 
Many of the people who helped construct the park and 
supported its development were in attendance at the reopening 
celebration.

City Welcomes James Lindsay, Community 
Development Director

This October, the City of Saratoga appointed James Lindsay as the new 
Community Development Director.  Lindsay was chosen from a strong pool of 

nearly 100 applicants. He was selected due to his extensive history in planning 
and building, local experience, and familiarity with the unique characteristics 
of Saratoga. Before joining the City of Saratoga, Lindsay worked for the City 
of Milpitas as the Planning and Neighborhood Services Director. 



To learn more about The Saratogan, make comments, or suggest story ideas, contact Crystal Morrow 
with the Saratoga City Manager’s Office at ctclerk@saratoga.ca.us or (408) 868-1269. You can also 
find The Saratogan online and sign up for email alerts at www.saratoga.ca.us/saratogan. 
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Do You Read The Saratogan?

If you read The Saratogan, the City’s newsletter, let us know. You could win a $50 gift certificate from 
a Saratoga business of your choice! Just call (408) 868-1296, email saratogan@saratoga.ca.us, or visit 

www.saratoga.ca.us/readership to let us know you read The Saratogan by January 17, 2012 and you will be 
entered into a free drawing. The winner will be announced at the January 18, 2012 City Council meeting 
(you do not need to be present to win). 

Holiday Safety Tips from Captain Carl Neusel

As the holiday season approaches, the Sheriff’s Office historically sees an increase in property crimes   
in Saratoga, such as theft and burglaries.  Below are a few tips to help this holiday season.

When you are away from your home:

Lock doors • 

Secure windows • 

Do not leave valuables, such as laptops, purses, wallets and jewelry in plain sight on countertops or • 
tables

Know the people who work in and on your property • 

While you are away on vacation:

Use an alarm system • 

Use motion sensor or code compliant outdoor lighting • 

Stop mail and newspaper delivery • 

Use a safe deposit box for valuables• 

Trim shrubs around the house • 

Avoid announcing your vacation plans online or on social media sites• 

Call the Sheriff’s Office at (408) 868-6600 to request a free Vacation Patrol Check• 

Happy Holidays! 
Captain Carl Neusel

Sign-Up Today for Alert Santa Clara County 

Last year, Santa Clara County Fire began implementation of a 
new emergency alert and warning system - Alert Santa Clara 

County or “AlertSCC.” AlertSCC can send text or voice messages 
to home phones, cell phones, personal digital assistants (PDA's), 
laptops, desktop computers, and TTY/TDD devices for the hearing 
impaired. The County has the landline number for most County 
residents already in its database, but your cell number and email must be added.  

AlertSCC enables officials to notify residents of large-scale emergencies, such as natural disasters and 
subsequent evacuations, public safety incidents that immediately affect your neighborhood, and post-disaster 
information about shelters, transportation, or supplies. 

AlertSCC  is fast, free, and essential! To date, over 1,000 Saratogan’s have already signed-up for this 
important service. In order to make the system more effective, the City of Saratoga is asking residents to 
confirm that their landline is listed in the AlertSCC database and to register their cell phone numbers and 
email addresses by going to www.alertscc.com.


