
Tree Removal  
& Protection Posting A Tree 

Protection Bond 

Arborist reports include the monetary value of 

all trees that are close to proposed construction 

(work will be within 5 feet of the edge of a 

tree’s canopy). This value is posted as a Tree 

Protection Bond (Tree Protection Security 

Deposit) at the applicant’s financial institution 

for the duration of the project. A form is 

submitted to the Community Development 

Department verifying that a security deposit 

has been put in place prior to issuance of 

building permits. The bond is released back to 

the applicant after a successful Final Inspection 

from the City Arborist. 

Frequently Asked 
Questions 

How To Check If A Permit Has Been Granted? 

Call Community Development 408.868.1222 or 

visit www.saratoga.ca.us/trees and click Tree 

Removal Permit Activity Reports. 

How To Report An Illegally Removed Tree? 

Call the non-emergency sheriff’s line at 

408.299.3233. 

My Neighbor Has A Dead Tree 

Contact the City Arborist and written 

notice informing them will be sent. 

Saratoga City Arborist 

kbear@saratoga.ca.us 

Appealing to the City Council 

If the appellant is not satisfied with the 

Planning Commission’s decision, they are able 

to appeal to the City Council. Their decision 

stands and cannot be appealed. 

What is an Arborist Report? 

The City Arborist can prepare the report for 

the applicant (please allow up to 30 days) or 

the applicant may hire an Arborist of their 

choosing. (Companies must hold a Business 

License in Saratoga). The Arborist Report 

guides the applicant on how to protect trees 

Required Tree Protection 
During Construction 

When Do You Need An Arborist Report? 

An Arborist Report is required when 

encroachment or improvements occur within the 

rootzone of a tree. The rootzone is defined as 

the area starting at the trunk and moving 

outward to form an irregularly shaped circle 

that follows the contour of the tree canopy and 

extends beyond the dripline of the tree by five 

feet. 

How Much Does An Arborist Report Cost? 

The City charges $120/hr and the overall cost 

can vary depending on the complexity of the 

project and the number of trees involved. The 

applicant is to set up an Arborist Deposit 

Account in order to create a report. The initial 

deposit starts at $2,500 plus $150 for a 

document storage fee. Some projects may 

require a  larger deposit. An Arborist Deposit 

Account is required even if the applicant hires  

their own arborist. If there are remaining funds 

in the Arborist Deposit Account, they are 

returned to the owner at the completion of the 

project. 



What Trees   
Require Permits 

Protected Native Trees 
Big Leaf Maple 

Blue Oak 

Coast Redwood 

Douglas Fir 

Tan Oak 

Black Oak 

CA Buckeye 

Coast Live Oak 

Scrub Oak 

Valley Oak 

 Any street tree (tree within a public street 

or right-of-way) regardless of size 

 Trees required to be planted by the city 

 Native trees with a DBH (diameter at 

breast height) of 6” or greater (19” in 

circumference measured 4.5 feet above 

ground). See list below 

 Other trees with a DBH of 10” or greater 

(31” in circumference measured 4.5 feet 

above the ground) 

Applying For 
A Permit 

Submit an application along with a processing 

fee ($125) by mailing or bringing it in person 

to the Community Development Department at 

13777 Fruitvale Avenue. The application can 

be filled out at City offices or found on line at 

the City’s website www.saratoga.ca.us/trees 

under Tree Removal Permit Applications. You 

can fill out the contact information on the form 

online before printing and submitting it. Maps 

need to be drawn after printing out the 

application form. 

If Your Request Is Permitted 

The City Arborist will send a written notice to  

homeowners within 150 feet of the property. 

Neighbors are given 15 calendar days to 

appeal the application. If the permit 

application is to remove a dead tree, or one 

that has fallen, the application fee may be 

refunded or waived once the City Arborist 

verifies that the tree is dead or fallen. For 

emergency situations the notification 

requirement may be waived to allow 

immediate removal of the tree. 

If Your Request Is Denied 

The applicant has 15 days to appeal a denied 

application. An appeal application plus a fee 

must be submitted to the Community 

Development Department within the 15 day 

period in order to appeal an application. 

Appeals are filed at City Offices at 13777 

Fruitvale Avenue. The case for the tree removal 

is made to the Planning Commission . If no 

appeal is filed, the application expires at the 

end of the 15 day period and the tree is not 

permitted for removal. 

After The Permit 
Request Is Submitted  

The City Arborist will visit the site of the re-

quested tree for removal for a field inspection. 

Pruning Permit 

A permit is required to prune more than 25% 

of a tree’s canopy or when the pruning does 

not follow the International Society of 

Arboriculture guidelines. Pruning more than 

25% of a tree’s canopy can significantly stress 

the tree, and it requires prior approval from 

the City Arborist. 

measure 

DBH 4.5 feet 

up the trunk 

Appealing A 
Permit Decision 

Visit www.saratoga.ca.us/thingstodo/forms.asp 

to find the appeal form. It is the same form for 

both owners of the tree and neighbors, and 

costs $250 for either side. 

Appealing to the Planning Commission 

Once an appeal has been filed, the appellant 

is scheduled with the earliest available Planning 

Commission Meeting. After the appellant 

presents the case, the Planning Commission 

makes a decision to approve or deny the 

permit. 

If the City Arborist Requests An Arborist Report 

In cases without a clear status of the tree’s 

health, there may be a request for an Arborist 

report. Consult the Selecting An Arborist guide 

found at www.saratoga.ca.us/trees. 


