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Removal of hazardous trees on Saratoga Creek
The Santa Clara Valley Water District will soon proceed with the removal of up to 30 eucalyptus trees
that pose a threat to public safety along Saratoga Creek between Cox Avenue and Prospect Road. The
trees’ health has declined due to the multi-year drought, and the presence of wood-boring insects
and decay fungi in the grove. Certified arborists have determined that these trees need to be
removed to mitigate a safety hazard to the adjacent properties and PG&E distribution lines. The
water district previously removed 10 dead trees from this grove, and plans to remove additional
impacted eucalyptus trees in the same grove in the fall of 2018 through 2020.
The City of Saratoga has issued a permit for the next phase of tree removal work, and the water
district has received a permit from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. The work is
expected to begin on April 2, and continue for three weeks. Improvements to the stream bank and
erosion control measures will follow. Residents have been informed of the work.
The water district will also remove the thick blanket of accumulated bark, twigs and leaves that pose
a potential fire hazard. Following the tree removal work, the water district will plant and maintain
native vegetation, which will be more adaptable to drought conditions. The district will monitor and
maintain the new plants once they have been installed and continue weed abatement and
replacement planting over the next several years.
The water district conducts maintenance work along streams all year long as part of its Integrated
Vegetation Management Program. This program helps streams stay healthy by addressing plants that
are invasive, diseased or damaged, or a potential public safety concern.
About the Santa Clara Valley Water District - The Santa Clara Valley Water District manages an integrated water resources
system that includes the supply of clean, safe water, flood protection and stewardship of streams on behalf of Santa Clara
County's 1.9 million residents. The district effectively manages 10 dams and surface water reservoirs, three water treatment
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plants, an advanced recycled water purification center, a state-of-the-art water quality laboratory, nearly 400 acres of
groundwater recharge ponds and more than 275 miles of streams. We provide wholesale water and groundwater management
services to local municipalities and private water retailers who deliver drinking water directly to homes and businesses in
Santa Clara County. The District’s website is www.valleywater.org.
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