
General Plan Update & 
Climate Action Plan



Agenda and Introductions
• Introductions: James Lindsay, City Manager
• General Plan Update: Nicole Johnson, Senior Planner
• Climate Action Plan: Mainini Cabute, Environmental 

Programs Manager
• Public Participation: Lauren Pettipiece, Public 

Information Officer
• Future Housing in Saratoga: Debbie Pedro, Community 

Development Director



What is a General Plan?
• Identifies the community’s shared vision for the 

future.

• Addresses the unique characteristics and needs of the 
community. 

• Contains goals, policies, and implementation 
measures that affect future growth and City services.



To identify:

Why update the General Plan?

What goals and policies remain relevant today and into 
the future?

What improvements or changes are needed to 
respond to current and anticipated conditions?

What changes are needed to respond to changes in 
State laws?



Land Use
Last Updated: 2007

Circulation
Last Updated: 2010

Open Space & 
Conservation

Last Updated: 2007

Noise
Last Updated: 2014

Safety
Last Updated: 2013

Housing
Last Updated: 2014

What is an Element?
Elements are like chapters, each with a different focus.
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What is included in an Element?
Goals:
General expressions of 
community values

Policies:
Commitments to 
a course of action

Implementation 
Measures:
Actions, procedures, programs, 
or techniques that carry out a 
policy



Environmental Impact Report
• An Environmental 

Impact Report (EIR) is a 
detailed analysis of the 
potential environmental 
effects of a project 

• The California 
Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) considers a 
General Plan update to 
be a project, so an EIR is 
required

Winter 2021
EIR Community Meeting

Spring 2021
Draft EIR Available for Public Review

Early Summer 2021
Respond to Comments & Prepare Final EIR

Late Summer 2021
Planning Commission & City Council Review



Public Comment Next Steps

September 7, 2020
Public Comment Deadline

November 2020
Planning Commission Review 

of EIR Project Description 
and Public Comments

December 2020
City Council Review of EIR 

Project Description and 
Public Comments



What is a Climate Action Plan (CAP)?
• Currently creating Saratoga’s first CAP

• Specifies strategies to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions

• Incorporate goals from CAP into the General Plan
• Circulation Element
• Open Space & Conservation Element



What is the goal of the CAP?
• The State of California encourages communities to 

reduce their GHG emissions to 40% below their 1990 
levels by 2030



How will we accomplish that goal?

Saratoga Climate Action Plan

State Actions Local Actions

2030 State Goal
Reduce GHG Emissions

40% Below 1990 Levels



Saratoga’s 2017 Emissions

Transportation
48%

Water & Wastewater
1%

Residential
36%

Commercial
8%

Waste
4%

Off-Road
4%



State Actions
Vehicle Regulations

Organic Waste Reduction

Renewable Portfolio 
Standard

Title 24

Lighting 
Efficiency



Local Actions
Zero Emission Vehicles

Energy Efficiency Programs

Silicon Valley Clean Energy

Carbon 
Sequestration

Water 
Conservation



Building Code Changes
In 2019, the City Council adopted Reach Codes, which 
require new homes OR remodels of more than 50% to:

• Install two EV charger circuits

• Use electric heating and water heating appliances

• Prewire for electric appliances to replace gas 
burning appliances



2030 State Goal for Saratoga

State 
Actions

Local 
Actions

42% GHG 
Emissions 

Reduction!



How can you make a difference?
• Remain a SVCE customer!

• Upgrade to SVCE GreenPrime.

• Install a solar energy system on your home or business 
and consider battery storage.

• When the time comes, replace natural gas appliances, 
hot water heaters, and furnaces with electric versions.



Climate Action Plan Next Steps

September 7, 2020
Public Comment 

Deadline

October 2020
Planning Commission 

Presentation

November 2020
City Council Review 
and Consideration



What do we need from you?
Review 3 draft General Plan Elements and

draft Climate Action Plan.

Submit comments by September 7, 2020.

Drafts and online comment forms available online.
General Plan: www.saratoga.ca.us/GP

Climate Action Plan: www.saratoga.ca.us/CAP

http://www.saratoga.ca.us/GP
http://www.saratoga.ca.us/CAP


How to Review
www.saratoga.ca.us/GP

http://www.saratoga.ca.us/GP


Future Housing in Saratoga
Influenced by:

• Legislation: Approved by your State representatives
• Plan Bay Area 2050: Developed by Association of 

Bay Area Governments (ABAG) and Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission (MTC)

• Regional Housing Needs Allocation: Determined 
and assigned by Housing Methodology Committee

• Housing Element: Updated by the City of Saratoga





Speak Up for Saratoga’s Future
Plan Bay Area 2050

• City submitted 
comment letter

• You can sign up 
to receive 
notifications on 
progress

RHNA

• City will receive 
draft RHNA 
allocation, then 
prepare 
comments or 
appeals if 
necessary 

Housing Element

• You can 
participate in 
the City’s next 
General Plan 
update process 
to help 
determine how 
Saratoga can 
plan for housing 
based on RHNA



Speak Up for Saratoga’s Future
Legislation

www.saratoga.ca.us/RHNA
• The State has adopted housing laws that reduce local control and increase the 

responsibility of Cities to develop housing.
• The City Council has been monitoring proposed legislation adopted positions on bills 

under consideration.
• Make your voice heard:

• Subscribe to receive email updates on proposed bills
• Share your thoughts on a proposed bill with your State representatives
• Submit a position letter to the Committee considering the bill using the State’s 

Position Letter Portal

http://www.saratoga.ca.us/RHNA


Learn More and Stay Engaged

Plan Bay Area:
www.saratoga.ca.us/planbayarea

Regional Housing Needs Allocation:
www.saratoga.ca.us/RHNA

http://www.saratoga.ca.us/planbayarea
http://www.saratoga.ca.us/RHNA
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