Design Checklist

When installing a rain garden, the following design
considerations are recommended.

U Locate the rain garden at least 10 feet from
home foundation, 3 feet from public sidewalks,
and 5 feet from private property lines. If rain
gardens need to be located closer to buildings
and infrastructure, use an impermeable barrier.

U Locate the rain garden to intercept and collect
runoff from a roof downspout or adjacent
impervious area.

U Size the rain garden appropriately based on the
soil type and drainage area (see Page 1).

0 Do not locate the rain garden over septic
systems or shallow utilities. Locate utilities
before digging by calling Underground Service
Alert at 811 or (800) 227-2600 .

U Locate the rain garden on a relatively flat area,
away from steep slopes. If you plan on moving
a large quantity of soil, you may need a grading
permit. Contact your local municipality for
further assistance.

Maintenance Considerations

Once a rain garden is installed, the following steps will
help the garden function effectively.

U Rain gardens should be irrigated periodically (as
needed) during dry months, especially while plants

QO Consider installing an underdrain to enhance

Q

infiltration In very clayey soils. Contact
municipal staff for guidance on how to properly
install an underdrain.

An overflow should been incorporated in the rain
garden to move water that does not infiltrate to
another pervious area and away from the
home’s foundation or neighboring property.

Drought and flood resistant native plants are
highly recommended and a variety of species
should be planted. Avoid invasive plants.
Contact municipal staff for a list of plants
appropriate for rain gardens from the applicable
countywide stormwater guidance. A list of
invasive species may be found at the California
Invasive Plant Council website (www.cal-

ipc.org).

Standing water should not remain in a rain garden
for more than 3 days. Extended periods of
flooding will not only kill vegetation, but may
result in the breeding of mosquitos or other
vectors. | p— ——

RAIR

Stormwater C

Large Residential Rain

Is a Rain Garden F
Project?

Rain gardens are appropriate \
characteristics are present:



How to Plan and Install a Rain Garden

Select a Location and Plan for Overflow

e Before choosing the location of your rain garden,
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e Avoid siting your garden over underground utilities
and septic systems, near large trees, or next to a
creek, stream or other water body.

e Your rain garden will overflow in large storms.
Therefore, all garden designs should include an
overflow system. One option is to build the

' perimeter of the garden so that it is perfectly level

and to allow water to gently spill over the top

during large storms. Another option is to build in a

spillway that connects to another landscaped area,

or the storm drain system.

Plan the Size of Your Rain Garden
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