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Santa Clara County*a. County

Castle Rock Ridge*b. USGS 7.5' Quad 1973 Photoinspected .8 S.T .1 W.R
Montalvo Rd. c. Address: SaratogaCity 95070Zip

10S d. UTM:(give more than one for large and/or linear resources)                 Zone mE/ mN

terminus of Montalvo Road off Saratoga-Los Gatos Road.
 e.Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

(Assigned by recorder):

and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a location map as necessary.)
; ;

;

This two-story house and its grounds represent an Italian Rennaissance estate from the early-
twentieth century.

The property was the subject of a 1973 National Register nomination and evaluation by Chester
A. Root and Jole Crawl. Those application forms are attached to this recording, and provide a
detailed survey and evaluation of the property. Villa Montalvo was documented by the Historic
American Building Survey in the summer of 1977 and listed in the National Register of Historic
Places 1 May 1978.

*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements, include design, material, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
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Artifact Record
Photograph Record

Other (List):
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Archives & Architecture: City of Saratoga Statement of Historic Context, 2009.
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none".)

View facing south, July 2009.
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Historic Prehistoric Both
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Montalvo Association
PO Box 158
Saratoga CA 95071

*P7. Owner and Address:

Archives & Architecture, LLC
PO Box 1332
San Jose, CA 95109
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1912, 97 years old.
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State of California - The Resources Agency

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD
1S*NRHP/CRHR Status Code

Villa MontalvoResource Name (Assigned by recorder)

4of

Villa Montalvo B1. Historic Name:

15400 Montalvo Rd. - Villa Montalvo B2. Common Name:

Residence B3. Original Use: Art gallery/cultural centerB4. Present Use:
Italian Villa*B5. Architectural Style:

Constructed 1912.
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)

No Yes Unknown*B7. Moved? n/aDate: n/aOriginal Location:

Carriage house, arboretum, decorative garden
structures

*B8. Related Features:

Curlett/Gottschalk,John McLaren-landscape B9a. Architect: b. Builder:

Architecture*B10. Significance: Theme Glen UnaArea:
1912 -Period of Significance: ResidentialProperty Type: (2),(3)Applicable Criteria:

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.)

Villa Montalvo is listed on the Saratoga Heritage Resources Inventory, included as a part of
HP-92-01. It qualified under Criteria a, b, c, and d:

a) the property exemplifies and reflects special elements of the cultural, social, economic, aesthetic,
   and architectural history of Saratoga;
b) the property is identified with persons significant in local history;
c) the property embodies distinctive characteristics of the Craftsman style, type and period;
d) the property is representative of a notable design of architects William Curlett and son, Alexander
   Curlett, and Charles Gottschalk, and landscape architect John McLaren.

Villa Montalvo is listed on the California Register of Historical Resources, as it is listed on
the National Register of Historic Places.

(Continued on page 4, DPR523L)

DPR 523B (1/95) *Required Information

 B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (list attributes and codes)

National Register Listing, #78000784, added 1978.
Saratoga Heritage Preservation Commission, Historic
  Resources Inventory form, 1988.

*B12. References:

Designated Landmark Structure
Listed on National Register
Listed Heritage Resource

B13. Remarks:

Franklin Maggi*B14. Evaluator:
October 26, 2009*Date of Evaluation:

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.)

(This space reserved for official comments.)
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* Map Name: Multiple n.t.s.* Scale: Varies* Date of Map:
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State of California - The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

CONTINUATION SHEET
4of

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required Information

(Continued from page 2, DPR523b, B10)

Historical Background
This house was built in 1912 by James Duval Phelan, a San Francisco banker, three-term 
progressive mayor of San Francisco and later California's first popularly elected Senator. The
house is named for the Spanish fabulist who invented the name 'California'. Phelan used 
montalvo as a country home to which he invited political and business associates and especially
artists. Among those whose names appear in his guest book, now in the Bancroft Library in 
Berkeley, are Jack London, Gertrude Atherton, Joaquin Miller and Franklin D. Roosevelt. After 
Phelan's death, the house became a center for the arts, as Phelan requested. The center 
maintains a residential artist's retreat program, as well as a gallery and indoor and outdoor 
theaters which are used for plays, concerts and poetry readings. Santa Clara County maintains 
the extensive grounds as an arboretum and park.

Integrity

The villa retains adequate architectural design, workmanship and materials, as well as a 
compatible setting and original location, and the property continues to embody the historical 
associations and feelings of this residence.

* Recorded By F. Maggi, L. Dill, & J. Kusz

Villa Montalvo*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

Continuation Update10/26/2009* Date
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HRI #
Trinomial
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\",e~ 

UNITED STATES DLI'AR(" ~NT Or THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

.. USE ONLY 

NA nONAL REGISTER OF mSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINA nON FORM 

RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED ------_____________________ -J 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRI ES -- COM PLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

DNAME 
HISTORIC Villa !':ont&l vo 

AND/OR COMMON i:o::t :..1-\1-0 Ce~ ter For 7heArt s 

f]LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN Sarato:::2.. 
VICINITY OF 

STATE 
C2.1ifcr~ia CODE 95070 

DCLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

:;~DISTRICT 

_BUILDINGiS) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

X.PUBLIC X_OCCUPIED 

_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS X_YES. RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _ YES . UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
.--' 

NAME 7ne 1,~c.:J.t2..1-:0 Associatio.:J. 
STREET & NUMBER 

P.O. :00:-: 1 52 
CITY . TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

DLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

NOT FOR PUB LlCA TION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

PRESENT USE 

--.AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL. X_PARK 

X ___ EDUCATIONAL :::""PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

X-ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 
~~-'- ~"ll _OTHER '-_ v 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC S:..nta Clcra C8U~ty RGCO~~Er's Office 
STREET & NUMBER , 

70 ~eEt Eeddin: 2treet 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

C&li:crnia 95110 

. D REPRESENTA nON IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE SST'lta Clc..r:. Count:; neri ta::e CO:-:-~.:iESic~ St:r"J'€Y 

DATE 

1973 
DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

-FEDERAL --.STATE ;';'COUNTY ~OCAL 

ST ATE 



fY" DESCRIPTION WiI (_ 

k-EXCE LLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

x-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

kORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Villa l~c!1 tL..J. vo "\.;as c2.l'·2fully 5i ted betl.:een tl.'O cre eks 0::1 a slo'7Ji!1- ri6:-;e 
th.:.t allm;ed a 2000 ft. North-South axis of cardens ter:·.in2.ti~~ in cc::.rden 
structures of architectur<:.l i!".:portG....'T1ce, uith ovc.:'",TiE~[s of the S:..nt? Clc..ra 
Vulle:.: 2..t one end a.l1cl the steep iTooded hillsic1e~ at the other. The; 177 
acre settin: in the foothills of the Coast ;1ar..~e £;i yes co:-.:pletc p:r:'",yacy 
for the VillE. 2-'T1C sarce!ls. The i:-:::ediate sur:rour:cin::s <:..re rG~i(c!;,ti21 
estates alon.::; the one-half ;':ile entrZ:..."1ce rOlld~';&JY frO;l the Los GC'.tos-S'::"!'2.tO[ 
roado 

Three oriGinal entra..'T1ce ;sate s le2..o to an Italian. style villa, of :he type 
found outsic.e ::.ajor It:.li:="l cities. 30th thE hcuse a:1C the CarCe:'ls are 
fc:r~.:2.1 in chs'2.ct er 2..21(: c1:.: sic.ned fo2.' entertC'.inin:. The r elC',tions::i~ 
bet~een the house and ga!'~ens is ~e;ry close. The scale of the bu~l~in~ i~ 
lar:e 'I.'i th a s:.r":::Jetric2.1 pl2...l1. The :·.:s..jor rco~.!s cf the ~10\)Se opC':;' o:;,to 
spaciou s terrc:.ce s C-.nd court~r2'd s. A..l1 outdocr ::..:ro. en thec-.tre is &'-"1 i;;pC'!'­
ta.."1t fe':.ture of the arcJ.1itectural co:.:plex. Villa 1 ·~ont2.1yo cc..n be 2"e~2.::'doo." 
as a typicci country house of the 20th cel1tur:~--EJl ov€:rsize( \'ers~o~ of 
the -olE-cation hO:2e "de l-G'.o-.. - todEl.;r. 

'I'hE hcuse i~ U-sh2.pec. 'I.':.t11 a 401:·:101~1 ccr:t:'21 bloc}:, 'I;ith ,.:i~::s cf 11.~1:: 1.; 

2..."1C~ 341:~481. ~:.. e:::tenoed ServLl::; ·win: i~ 3~lx6QI. A:::eo.. of the fi:'st floor 
is 7,820 sc:. ft. CovG:'ed pcrches 2-":..<5 Loc:-;ias nc:ve 21 are=. of 2,3~O so. 1't. 
7he :ouncation~ are reil,,"i'orCCc. concrete; b2.se::e!1t ',lc.~ . :!.. S 2.::'E CO!1c:'c:e ".:i th 
bricl: veneEr. The u;~. 'Jer ".:alls a:,e 2"X6" ",'COC! s~c. , .. :i tl: e:.:tericr ~:1~:-t~:i:-'.",; 
E..;."1C: s tuc co. tne int ETior fini sh is STP su:.: pla ~t e:'. The f'2."2...-:i!;:: i.s ccr:c;'cte 
02:.. the fir~t flocr ,lith 'I-:CCcl. fra:.:e G'-Dcve. 

T~e ce:-ltr21 roof is 11i'-)e' tile 'I.'i th 2. tile GE..-ole roof o';c:r the SEr":icc 
\·:l·""'- Co-\rC~E Cc DO""Cr. nc 'J-,' ~ve le-·re 1 b~'-ilt un rc'-"f'-in- Cvr. ..... '-·CJ.,-in'" i2,-;rc cf , _ ... ...;,e _ . _ .J.. _'-.... ............ _. _, ___ ... \.J __ _ • '-_ ........ -> ...... __ _ 

tile roo:s t::.re open, ",:i th e::po sed rafters 21(1 cutters. Z'1e co-\ .. ere~ 
porches heve cl2.ssic2.1 co:rnices ~n~ prcjectin: lattice. 

Three bride ch:':':"''1eys se:-ve five fireplaces. tne ent:r2....'1ce h2.f: dou":Jle 
ca:r-v'Ecl. '\:ooc. "J 2el dcor s frc:.: Spain. Typical int erior dcor s 2..re sir:.-.le 

-'1 1 euc"';'''''u c - · ~tChl·"- ""he 'I·oo r' "n2.Ile 1 ll·""'''' 0 .... oI-h ." r 0"' 7'\oC'r'c p,:...l e c:..~J .l'.,\" ~ •• :.,;. .d -'J L.... " ~ l' _ ~'", ], :"_le :2al.. 0 ;.,s. .iJ . - ~ 

betlJeel"l cent:,e.l Ii vin~ a;'ea 2-"lG fl2.1"2.i:in3 roo:-.: s are ;:;12zed. LO\.~Er flcor 
h2. s Fre!1ch '.liDO 0·,: S ,.'i th b:rO!lZe h2.rc ... :<:;,re. All c-;;he r -'I'i!1(o-.. 's 2.re ,.,rooc~ 
c.:.se:.:ents. The i·!i!1cc'.:s are divideC: by r..:u:1tins. 

The flcorin: is pE.rquet o~:. ~a~ls 2.n~ ceili~= arE plc.~ter86 th:ro~~~ou~, 
iIi t1: bo}:e6 'I.'ood bE2':S in fi.:. .... ~t floor roo:-.:s. Co:'ni ce s are :-::c l( e6 iT: ·,.-co~ 
or :p~.::.~tEr. 'ZL1e :-.ajor stC'_ir i~ !:!C::lU;2e::lt2..l in c.esiGTI, finisr-ed in 
eucc.lyptus. It~ fec:.tL:re is a pictcriE.l stE..ined :::;l2.sS ·''-i:::.c101: 2..t the 12-:,:::i.7:: 
The seco:J.c flocr sitti!1,r:; end sleepi:;,= ~COT.:S open to bc.lconie~ co 2::'e 
ente~ec. tf'...!'ou;;i1 2. sp.:.cicus Gnlle!'y l.'i th a b:::,!'rcl v:.ul tee cei~in:.:. 
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G SIGNIFICANt~ 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE •. CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400·1499 

_1500·1599 

_1600· 1699 

_1700· 1799 

_cO •• ·.UNITY PLANNING X_· LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
.-ARCHEULUGY·PREHISTORIC """" 

.-ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC 

.-AGRICULTURE 

j~RCHITECTURE 
X.-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COM M UNICATIONS 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLDAATION/SETILEMENT 

_'NDUSTRY 

-1NVENTION 

_LAW 

X _LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

:-:_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

:x: _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 
"V' 
'''_SOCIAUHUM.o.NITARlt 
v 
"'_THEATER 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFYI 

SPECIFIC DATES 1912-1914 BUILDER/AR~H ITECTWn. Cl,;l.rlett; . C1;1a.rle s G"t t s 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Vill2. !·Iont2.1vo, conceived by the lc:.te Scr:.2.to:~ Jarjes D. Phela."1 \Ii th e)~ect.< 
b" ·I:i~li~..::: Curlett 2...>;.c Ch:..:'les E. Gottschall: of S2..Yl ?!'2.11cisco. It '.:e:.s 
d~sirned Dri~a!'ily for the lar::;e scale entert~inin::; of his f!'iencs &n~ 
"~ '" , ~ r- -'r~ -' ~ "J-" C bUl"lJ- --nr; h~ ',71Sltors • .:-.e '.'2.S b2.jor 0:1. can ~ ~'1C.LsCO '.'DeYl lu \,a~ u, c:...:w '-~ 

e:-.ter-;:;c:..i:r:ec :-.:Er_Y iYlte!'natiolJ.al fiC~I'e s, p2.rticul~rly those '\:~e c~ ~e to 
Sc ... ": F.:- :";'lci ~ co in 1915 for the PS"1E:..:·.:2.-:-Pacific E::}Jo ~i tien. 

It is one of the fe'.' re::::.inin:; "::;!' 2.210 11 hou~es of, the. e:.!,~::r }E.!'t ?:.~ t::- , 
, r ,~ , I' h - .. -',~' ·'-.!..~ct '·l.J..1') D"'l~'r.-c · .. -"_.J.._·,,..,~c 

cc.2"::~'..1~~" ll! v[..l2..:cr~_l~~. a.""C ~i2.S rt_~_c..2..;."!~C ::-.-~~ .1-:' ~ ~ u_:~_ ;~ ... ~_ . .;.~~-~~. ~:-;~ 
ir! :::cc cO:1cJ.~tic:1 2"lC ' .. :lLh Ol~2.y· :-2l~():'.~.OC.l:;'2.C~I.J2.0_J.Se. _Il" ... '-~~!~_L,-,_vu~,-l 
5i -:::-:i:icC'.!lc:: l~es il1 i t::- :co::"bletGIy- Co::.cci7ed 2.."1.L:. 'exec:uteB inteC:'2.tion 
O 'C"'D\"'~IO';~~'" ;"""'c' ":'~o,or.-::::c: l'-h:' h-""'~'~n;uc"Q-ec:'l'~n .Li-.. •. .!. ~e'l~ 't~s .... ~J-u'·l'r11\r J- o" ..:.. .... I-=- __ ..:.. .... ~_ '- ... !....;) ... 1...0'. ... _"-_ .1._ C4 _~c.......;.~ .. U#- __ ~ .... u ...... lIlu_l".L '?-.~ ~.1. .:';'L -~--eI L 

tb2 be:2..uty of th£ su:,rcur:din::; l2.-Ylc.sc?pe ·. Its '177 acres provice a cc~~:-:;lE 
j::'c:C?cted e::.v:.:lc':::.:ent oJ..~ pe2.c:e c~~d relE..:':atioYl, ic3e~ll:: fulfilliYl':::; its 
pur?ose of public ~'16 private enjoJ~ent of nature ~"1d the arts. 

It 1:':: hJ.0 no otter 0\."21erS i::l.tervc::1in::; behreen its builder aIle the ":):,e:-E 
'71~'·r:.Leec: J-h c l'c~, -'-<,l~ro Ac- r oc;-.J..·: 0··1 -1.':" l'co ~...., ec-'--r·J-e +h"·t 'oe10''''-c J- o +"n/= ___ u~L '-, L ... ~ ...... ____ '--__ -: ... _G..L..:.. .... e 1......; C-- ...... VL_I... oJ L- _ --J'" v ........ _ .... 

pt:b2.ic ... :i th its .:::;rc:..ln6s ope:::. free to the :rublie every deY 02:' the :,cea:' 
-..... ,. t~-,.., "~;n bu";~ci''-' - OTlGn d-r (~~'.'C: - ,ree1." (1·0'J n" - 4·()r'· T>" e.'·.c,-:-:; L- ............ _c.: ._L...._..... ____ ....... .,;. ............ __ ~ .. G. ........ c;;. ...... _ e · _Je.__ e. , ....., !;Je--e, _:-

h""l~C-~"C") 1.J..;c Un1i"t='" J-L ...... . <',.J.. c:uc .. ~r ec.J.._.J.. e -;l'11 eTTe"" be bUi1.J.. ~-~;n .... _"- __ .'-""' ...... e I... _ '- ...... ____ '-'_j __ '-4L...... .. ... c:...:.~ .... \'L. L \ . __ '.I _ __ l" ....... ___ ~ .. e 

It ',."i2.2. :tc-"cc 2.S c:. c~:-:~l€-'cely ur. i Q1.iE l2..l'lcz::2..:'x, o'.:ned b: r the pr,blic 'Dut 
:-":E..i:;";;::..i:18C ~( e~erc. teC: th::.'o-c:;::' e:'l:::m.,:,.:ent a..'1G priv2.te conatioYls. 

Tr-~e hC'Li~e 2...'1 c.' ;:::..:,cens \ 'JeTe 2. settin:: fer a 12.r[;e eclleeti0!1 of 2..rt 
co'_' lsctec' b'r Se"1.:::.tor Phe1::>.,..,· .."., obe1l'sl~ .... ~l~·ole s,...1--,;n:,·e c (T-orr~e"'" .' _ -~-, c-. -"7 .-~ - .u •• _. -, I..;C ... ~. 

O ~~~'''P''-;- '" bcnc .... "s -::-:""r~ cJ-~ .... u':)r·' "",p"'~i'n 'In c1 ~C:<::l' c-: 1 - .... O·~ .. ·c: ""_').-.,e - - .. -- ...... -_ ........... , ,-, ... --~ c:......J..I........... v~ v .c:;... .. ' ~ ....... -'--_... _... ......_........ -'--- v'" ..... ' '-. 

lc· .. ·er flocr 0: tl-:'G ~.:2.i~: hou~e is urec\ for tr...ree art :alleries \-.'it~ 
:':cl:.tl:l:r e::'::2. bi t s. ?l'lC :.r·0~~1C:S '.:eTE pl2.nlleC by J or..!:. l:cL2.!'en; fc :,~:al 
::;:..rC:e::.s, c:'c.::=.. tic t:'&ils to lcol':out 'Ooints on the hillsice or ir:vi ti~'· 
,:rcves iectL:ri:1: r<:re t:'ees a.~e shrubs a.~d clesic;r:.z.ticn 2.S a..'1 oi':ic:'c:.l-· 
bi:'d :2.2~ctLi.:::..:,~r er.c::2....'1ce the acrC:2.:::;e. 

5En,-,-.~or _~::-2.~12:: '.:~.s <: philoso~~er c;.n.c~ p<:.tron. of the arts; I:ontc:.l'v-o \:as !:.C~ 
te tl'lE _ .::.;d· .. ·ll1 "_c:.r~:..tl'::: PoetT~' Society iY"l 1925, si teof the "rOCEY Cly:-:::oic.G II 
i:". 1920 frc:: '.:hic!1 [:c:.s ~ro·\ .TI a 'Pe~etu2.l poet.:-y a~,·<;.!'o in Phel2....'1 1 s ::,2.:::e. 
Geo:-.::;e Stc.:-lir..:::, Gc:-tru6e A.tte:' tor.. , Ruth CO:-2i'0:,t l~i tetell, J2.C!: Lc::,cc:1 
~;;~ T '·"'I -~"'''''''~-h''''''-- -, ~- _ .... - ... T'" • 1· ... ---1" - ~ .,..' 
..... "'"L ••• <.. • .:..:.-"~., r2....~1...:..e ..-:.u.:-~", .'-e::':-J .i."e:::.c:e ;5 ar;.a, al10 Kat~;.lee::-'l _~O!':'lS l.'C':-CO 

friel'l~!: c..:-~~ . .=UEsts of Phelc....'1. 



[!MAJOR BIBLI~RAPHICAL REFERENCES ( 

i~,::~v·:ntll.:'cS of 2. 1:0',Te 1 i ~t, Gertrude Atherton; 
J 8:.:'2 s Duv,::.J Phelc·.r:, A Portr2i t, Dorothy Kaucher, Skyline PublicCltio:1 

1l 
S~r~to~a'~ Fi~~t 100 Ye2rs, Florence Cunnin0ha~, H~rl~~-Younc Pre~5 

EI!lGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _....L1~7-J7L--____ _ 
UTM REFERENCES 

Al.LJ I I I I 
ZONE EASTING· 

eLL! I I I I 
~I :L:-1 ~1--:,,"-:-,-1 ...Io..o..oI.....,jl 
NORTHING 

I ! I I I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

BG..J 1 I I 1 
ZONE EASTING 

D~ II I 1 

I I I I I I 
NORTHING 

I I , I I I 
J 

All that certo..i::1 pToperty situc.ted 2..t 14800 Eont2,lvo Ro~d, S2.r2to:a, 
C.n.lifornia kn01J11 as "Villa H0::1t2.1 vo ", cO!15i stin,: of 177 acre s r:ore 0: 
Ie ee ~t .... hp En'~ 0"" 1·rn .l.- 1 \·0 Ro::>;~ A"""""''''''oXJ·-,-te 1 -' 0""''' h~lf' ~J..·le _...-, c:.. lJ...., __ l ..!.. .J. ..... ' ..LL'-.4_ ' I. "'--_, ... ...J._ .... .. _ ..... ::.. _.y .,I. ... . ~- ....... c:. __ J.l 

southerly fro~ it~ intersection wi~h Los Qatos-Sar2.toca Road. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

inFORM PREPARED BY Chs 2ter A. Root, F.A.IA; Ps.st Presid ent, S<:.!'.t:. 
NAMEITITlE Cl2..!'c. Vc.llej-· C::aDter k:sricc.....'1 L'1~ti tute of Archi tects 
3e~un by the lc:.te Ch'.:~ter Aoot· cO:-::'-:Jletec b'! Jole Cr::>ll :;e~' D-i:-.:nr:. c · 

ORGANIZATION o:.Lltyee,for the '~on~alvo A.ssoci2..tiO:l DATE 

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

21 lIorth Sc:..Jlta Cruz A.venue 354- 1 21 2 3 54-3 1 61 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Lo~ Gatos C::lifornia 95030 

IE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NAT10NAL_ STATE __ LOCAL __ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation OHlcer for the National HistoriC Preservation Act of 1966 (PubliC Law 89·665).1 

hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service . 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

1ITLE 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERT'I' IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ATTEST : 

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

DATE 

DATE 

DATE 

GPO Bg 2 •• ~ 
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The lc-,Jer court is enclosed by ,.rinc;s of the hOuse. It h2.~ <:. c'2!1ter n:..rb: 
fountain al10 n l:..rcc bronz'2 \.l~ll fount2.in

J 

ui th its historicL:.1 nlaouc 
relatin: tl:.e Qri:in of "::on ta1vo " as a n2-;C!e. Thi~ fount:::..in is fi&.!"J.:ed 
b/ a pair of r.:c'lL;:~:sntal st<:..irs leadinc; to a Garden Court. Thi~ upper 
court i~ .. enclosGd bi trellis?o color .. llaces E...r:lC a pavilion. D<:'C~:lT:: un 
to the Geroe:;} Court is an 2.~T'hi thE:..tre acco~_:.."!oC:c.tinG 500 people; thE 
seatin:; j,,'ollo'\Js u:;J tl1e hil1~idE 2..:."1G i~ surrounded by a circle of lin(en 
trees that border the natural woodEd ~lopes above. 

Tr..e !~ain bouse is the centl~al e1e;~ent of an overEl.:!.1 desiGn of bui1c.in:::;s 
2..."1d :;rounds. Acce-:sory structurEs include: 

:ara:e \lith CE:1ter tu!'ntable, nOll a 299 ~e:-:t the:-.tr( 

Gue ~t !-:OU ~c 
A ::-:ul ti-le-,;el builcir:: ,·.'i th GUEst apart:':ents ,·.'hich cnen tc <:. 

ce~:c~'oD.~l~l Pl"o:;o.:.ntiC:1·:d stuCio C01:.t2il-li~: G. S~ :2 .. 11 ~t2=e. 

Scu1nture Studio 
A picturesque thatched rocf s~all buil~in:. 

Te:':'Dl e f' 
'1''';'0 - one rc;cl2.Yl::;l"\12.:' 

30th 2~e cl~~sic in 
c.:n c3 C!1 e 
stylE. 

circul&T, aTe fOC21 point~ of 

:Sui16in~s w-j ,::;~"o'J.!~OS re;-:ain subst2_'1ti:..:!.ly in their orit:i!1a:!. ccncii tiC!1 
as Ossi:nec1. The si::ty ye2.r 'Oeriod si~cc it ',,'as co:-:-:rlc:teo h".~ a11o' . .'·:o. 
~ I' the ~ro- · '.!..·n c.f' .'''-'''''! ... .,.,ee c :",..,.-'1 c"ncci--l"n'-' c:h"""bc: c'-o th"'t ... ·n ro b"' ....... "..-, 1 0 __ u \. l, _ "':-'. l,~ ~ c.~J.l;. ~J.I\;o _ • . • __ '-" ~.~ '-' ~,~ _le.'- l,. '" ~-'- ~ L __ 

hi:!.lsc.::pc ·is Cr-2st1jr cl:lli"1:::;ed. It is ;_:2.i~1tc:..i~1ed D.S an h.r'boretu~: by tr..c 
Pc:.!'}: 2.."'ld J1ec:'8c.ticn [;en2.r·~::ent cf ~2.11t,c Clare. Cou!:ty. Onl:,r ::i!:o.:' c~~~:e~ 
hc:..-.. 'E been :1Z~c:iG in the builC:in :~ s 21(. :[:.:-'c·,G:l~ to acco:::- :O(~2.t'2 t::ei:- usc es 
2. cultu.!,1D.1 ce:~ter c:;Je:1 to the ptiblic. Al ter2tio!2s c..n.a ac6i tio~s i::c:'i.~de: 

S~i:~:in: pool - fi1~GC in beccu~c of ttc i~pcssibi:!.itr of supervision 
hCE creutea 2. Gar~e~ court 0: co~si~e.:-'c:.~lE bcc:.uty. 
Li 'Qr:.r:,- - conVG:,~::;cj tc art .:::-a~le:,y. 
SCree').: d pord:, ~2: ~t ~iG e - rCJll~CEG ,:i t~: ~las s; no 2.rc!:~ te ctur:.l c:::..~:::-e. 
SCCO:-1Q floo:' E.21G GUest 2:0USE - convcrtec: to c:..nc::'t" i€!1tS fe:, ::,csi(:cnt~. 
?2.'ont tErrc:..cE 2J:c' b2.se::ent - ne',.' ' .. '&.terproofcd CO!1Crcte an( bric:: p'.V·.:: :cn-, 

1.C: step:: or. ;::'n~t c:..-:~ 0: te~.'ri::~ce - co:::for:.:in: ~o D.::,chi tectt:rL',1 cetc.:"l. 
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Hont a1 vo '\.'2. s th'. count ry r e SlC! ence 0 f)a for::.:er ~:c::;or of SEn ?r2...'1ci s co 
Due to its 60 flile dis t2...nce fro:-.: San F .,.,c:ncis co i t bGco..:~e: the p12ce of 
coverY''''::'len t for consi deI'abl c period s of"' ti:-:e. Forei:::;n diplo:-::<:. t s c;:;:~e 
durin::; the Panasa Pacific I.!1tGrn2.tionc:l Exposi tior..; Frc:nl'.:lin D. 3Gose· 
velt spol'.:e t:.. t the Villa; \-Jilli2:': J ennin,3 s Bryar:. · and Ethel Darr)'1::or'2 
I.'e.:'e a:::on: 5 core s of bue st s l2vi shl)T e!1t ert 2.inea by Phel2...'rl. The 
,Cuestbool-c, nO'..' in the Bancroft Librc:ry at the University of C".liforni.:: 
co::.tC.i!1S cc:rtoons, poetry 2...YlcJ drC:','incs by celebrities ill~6. frienc."is. 

The ::usic2.1 de'JeloD:-;ent at 1:ont2.1vo continues unGer the direction of 
l·:usic Fcstivc:.l Co::-::ittee. Yehudi l~enuhin c.nd Adolph 3.;.11er r:2ve 
perfcr~lcd Clt L;o:-~tc:..l \'0 c:..~c' the p!'esent Director is the ir:ternE". tion~,lly 
1::10~·.'n co:::po:e.:'-conductor Geor[;e 3.::..rc:ti. j~usic educ a tion in speci::.l 
,'orl:snops is offered. Co:-::;()sers are encoura~ed to ap}Jly for the 
Arti st-i!"1-n p sidence fncili ties 2...11C C:Te Liven the: m:n)ortuni ty to 
perror:: fer - the publi c. Free p!'0[;r8.2 s incluce re ci t2.1 sand outcoor 
concert s by the l}ni teo. Sta.te ~ lD:'~-_Y band. Debuts of ori:::inE.l ch:...:·:bc:r 
orcr:e~t:::,al l:or];:s, li .::; Y.,t opera perforr.:2...11CeS in the a:.:phi ths2.tre 2...11c', 
b2.2.l et in the C,,-:::, rio.ce 110u s e - the se are only a SCl.;plinC of the v2.riec 
cusic2.1 oi'feri::1Cs at i:ont2.lvo. 

Ja:.::e ~ Du\' al PheIe.n'!: contributions as a hu:·.:~ ni tarian include this 
becue~t fro::: his ;:ill: 

. III '\JOule) lL;;:e the pro~erty at Sarato:::;a, C,.,liforni2., Knoun as 
Villa l:ont2.1 VO, to be :.:.:aint2.inec. as r a public p~rlr;: open to the publi c 
under ree.sona ble re :::tri cti ons, the buildin: S 2.I1(1 sround s i:~~ledi.:-.tely 
surroundinc the sc..:.:e to be used a~ far as possible for the Gevelop::ent 
0 ,. .... a"".L llo ~c""'""""u""e "uc:i C .,',r~ "'''''cr~ ~cc""uT'e b\~ '""'ro.,i clon'" c: .... uc"eY' ....... " _ ,.L. L, _ I,.. __ c.:.:..v _ , .. , . ..... _ c.....-_u c...- __ ...1..\..1_ L _ .. :~..J _ ... _ .... G .... L I ..... L .... . 

Eis phi12~throphy inclu6ed UniVErsity of C2.1ifornic: schol2.rships, 
Ge~lErous ;:;i:L'ts to tl-:e 8,.,n ?r2!lcisco Art Associ2.ticn, Protest2...'1t, 
Catholic C!..l"1.c.1 Je,,:ish or~hana=8 :c, the pu:,ch~se of a Scm ?r2...'1cisco 
"'l1""r-TOUr:,- non""e'~""c- l-'~ Golnen r.,·te P~T'l' neo'lo c~l rec:e"''''ch "'r~~""c: :- t,;:... .... G ... lU, ...... _ ... \.A.. ... ... ... v .... _J ...J u........ C,,_ ... 'I..,....... C. ...... c.::..l __ u a_d, !,.., .... 

a...':c: the esto..blis~:."::''2nt of the Ja:.:es D. Phel~'1 Found::.tion for "ch:'!'i t2bJ 
purposes". 

Prc:r:.:;!: 2.t ::cnt2.lvo toc: ay incluce classes in the a-ts, a !'eside;-:.t 
1heat!'ical co:::p2.DY, three 2.rt cc:lleries ane funo-raisiD3 E.ct1viti':?s 
0:.' :-:OI'E th.:.n 250 volunteers 11~JO ·\.'or~: to C2.rr:r out the provL:icns cf 
senator Phela...l1' s ,:ill. 
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• May 16, 1978 

Jole Crall 
• Villa Montalvo 

14800 Montalvo Rd. 
Saratoga, CA 

21 N. Santa Cruz Ave~ 
Los Gatos, CA 95030 

• 
The National Register of Historic Places Program is administered in California by the State Office of Historic 
Preservation. The property indicated above has been submitted for the Register. 

o 

o 
D 

o 

The State Historical Re~urces Commission will consider this property and make a judgment as to 
whether or not it meets the criteria on ' at 

~----------------in __________________________________________________________________________ __ 

As the unit of local government containing the property, your comments on the significance of this 
property would be appreciated no later than one week prior to the next meeting of the State 
Historical Resources Commission. 

As your organization has been identified as having an interest in historic preservition in this area, we 
would appreciate your comments on the significance of the property no later than one week prior to 
the next meeting of the State Historical Resource~ Commission. 

The State Historical Re~urces Commission recommended the nomination of the property to the 
National Register. It will be presented to the State Historic Preservation Officer for formal 

. nomination. The final decision will be made by the Keeper of the National Register, U. S. National 
Park Service, Washington, D.C. 20240. 

[!] The property was placed on the National Register __ M_a .... y_1 .... ,_1...;;9_7'-B ___ _ 

Placement on the National Register affords a property the honor of inclusion in the nation's official lis\ of 
cultural resources worthy of preservation and provides a degree of protection from adverse effects resulting from 
federally funded or licensed projects. Registration provides a number of incentives for preservation of historic 
properties, including special building codes to facilitate the restoration of historic structures, federally guaranteed 
loans for the rehabilitating of residential properties, grants for restoration, and certain tax advantages. There are 
no restrictions placed upon a private property owner with regard to normal use, maintenance, or sale of a 
property listed in the National Register; however, proposals to demolish registered properties may require a 
standard review in compliance with local ordinances or the California Environmental Quality Act. In addition, 
certain provisions of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 relate directly to the demolition and replacement of structures 
I isted in the National Register. 

S~'~ 
Dr. Knox Mellon E"7 .-/ 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

OPR 548 (2n8) 




